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Notification of the First Office Action 



1 . The applicant requested examination as to substance on and examination has been carried 

out on the above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law of the 
People's Republic of China(hereinafter referred to as "the Patent Law"). 
□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 35(2) 
of the Patent Law. 

2.S The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in DE on Nov. 27, 2000 , filed in on 

filed in on , filed in on 

filed in on , filed in on 

S The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have been made 
under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

□ The application is a PCT continuation. 

3. □ The applicant submitted amendments to the application on and on , wherein 

the amended submitted on and 

the amended submitted on are not acceptable, 

because said amendments do not comply with □ Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

The specific reasons why the amendments are not allowable are set forth in the text portion of this 

Notification. 

4. C3 Examination as to substance was directed to the initial application documents as filed. 
□ Examination as to substance was directed to the documents as specified below: 

claims , pages of the description and drawings filed on the date of filing, 

claims , pages of the description and drawings submitted on 

claims , pages of the description and drawings submitted on 

and the abstract submitted on , 



5. [E3 This Notification is issued without search reports. 

S This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 

□ Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action(the reference number(s) will be 
used throughout the examination procedure): 
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No. 


NumbeiYs^ or Titlef*;^ of* Reference's^ 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing date of conflicting application) 


1 


JP7-287165 


Date: 31 Month: iOYear: 1995 


2 




Date: Month: Year: 


3 




Date: Month: Year: 


4 




Date: Month: Year: 


5 




Date: Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 
□ On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations. 
S On the Claims: 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 paragraph 1 

of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent 

Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 4 

of the Patent Law. 

S Claim(s) 1-20 does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 



7. In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

H The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and make 
amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion of the 
Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit sufficient 
reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The followings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4 months 
counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the time limit is not 
met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent 
Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in conformity 
with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed over to 
the "Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to the Reception 
Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the Patent 
Office. 



9. This Notification contains a text portion of 1 pages and the following attachments: 
S I cited reference(s), totaling 6 pages. □ 

Examination Dept. 5 Examiner: F. HE Seal of the Examination Department 
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THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF 
THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 



As stated in the description of the patent application, the present invention 
relates to an imaging device. After examination, the examiner's comments are as 
follows. 

1. The terms "spherical lens" and "aspherical lens" used in the claims 1-20 are 
ambiguous, not being able to be supported by the embodiments in which only cylinder 
lens is disclosed 

2. The technical solution claimed in the independent claim 1 lacks the novelty as 
required by Article 22(2) of the Chinese Patent Law. An optical system of the ink jet 
printer is disclosed in Reference 1 (JP7-287165), see paragraph 0021 and the Fig. 1 of 
the Reference 1. With respect to the Reference 1, all features of the claim 1 of the 
present invention are also disclosed in the Reference 1, so that the claim 1 lacks the 
required novelty over the Reference 1 . 

3. The additional technical features of the claims 2 and 7 are common 
knowledge to those skilled in the art. Therefore, while the claim 1 to which the claims 
2 and 7 refer can not be allowed for lacking the required novelty, the technical 
solutions claimed in claims 2 and 7 have no prominent substantive features and 
represent no notable progress, that is, lack the inventive step. 

4. The claims 3 and 4 are dependent ones of the claim 1. However, the term 
"said asymetrical lens" appearing in the claims 3 and 4 is never used in the claim 1 . 

5. The claims 5 and 6 are dependent ones of the claim 1. However, the term 
"said symetrical lens" appearing in the claims 5 and 6 is never used in the claim 1 . In 
addition, in the claim 1, the wording "in a first direction" and the wording "in a second 
direction" fail to be clearly defined, for those skilled in the art has no way to know 
how the first and second directions are oriented. 

6. In the claims 8-11, the referring portion "A lens system in combination 
accordance with claim ..." shall be rewritten as "A lens system according to 
claim ..." 

7. With respect to the claim 12, some features thereof are disclosed in the 
Reference 1, other features are common knowledge. Therefore, the claim 12 lacks the 
required inventive step over the Reference 1 . 

8. The feature "such that a strip is produced which has a width that 
approximately corresponds to the width of the area element to be exposed, wherein 
the strip has a height that is smaller than the height of the area element to be exposed; 
and leading the laser light strip generated over the area element to be exposed such 
that the entire height of the area element to be exposed is swept by the strip" 
appearing in the claim 12 is never illustrated in the embodiments, so that the claim 12 
cannot be supported by the description of this application. 

9. The terms "spherical lens" and "aspherical lens" used in the description are 
also ambiguous to those skilled in the art. 



i 



Owing to the above-mentioned reasons, the present application cannot be 
allowed according to the present text. The applicant should make a response to this 
office action before the due time to overcome all of the problems raised herein, and 
pay attention that the amendments to the application should comply with Article 33 of 
the Chinese Patent Law, and cannot go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in 
the originally filed description and claims. 
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MITTEILUNG 

Das EuropSische Patentamt ubermittelt beiliegend den europaischen Recherchenbericht zu der 
obengenannten europaischen Patentanmeldung. 

Wenn zutreffend, Kopien der im Recherchenbericht aufgefuhrten Schriften sind beigefugt. 

□ ZusStzliche Kopie(n) der im europaischen Recherchenbericht angefuhrten Schriftstucke sind 
beigefugt. 

Die folgenden Angaben des Anmelders wurden von der Recherchenabteilung genehmigt: 
IS Zusammenfassung El Bezeichnung 

□ Die Zusammenfassung wurde von derRecherchenabteilungabgeandert und der endgultige Wortlaut ist 
dieser Mitteilung beigefugt. 



Die folgende Abbiidung wird mit der Zusammenfassung veroffentlicht: 



RUCKERSTATTUNG DER RECHERCHENGEBUHR 



Falls Artikel 10 der Gebuhrenordnung in Anwendung kommt, ergeht noch eine gesonderte Mitteilung der 
Eingangsstetle hinsichtlich der Ruckerstattungder Recherchengebuhr. 
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In diesem Anhang sind die Mitglieder der Patentfamilien der im obengenannten europaischen Recherchenbericht angefuhrten 
Patentdokumente angegeben. 
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Fur nahere Einzelheiten zu diesem Anhang : slehe Amtsblatt des Europaischen Patentamts, Nr. 12/82 



